	PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND OF THE DIRECTOR


Helena Taberna started her audiovisual career as New Technologies Coordinator with the Government of Navarre. She has dedicated her working life exclusively to the cinema since 1994. Her films, long and short, have received critical and audience acclaim while landing numerous accolades at national and international festivals. 


Yoyes, Helena Taberna’s first feature, was released in March 2000, obtaining important box-office takings. Columbia Tristar distributed the movie in Spain with 100 copies and the Italian company Intrafilms managed its international sales. Yoyes was one of the Spanish productions to win most international awards that year.  

Her second feature, Extranjeras, produced by her own company, Lamia Producciones, and released in 2003, was screened in competition at the Seminici in Valladolid and shown at cinemas in major cities throughout Spain. Sherlock Films distributed the film with a launch of 10 copies. Extranjeras was a huge hit with the critics and participated in numerous international festivals and events, winning awards at several of them.

Helena Taberna’s latest feature film, La Buena Nueva, was also produced by her company, Lamia Producciones. It was officially released in the Official Selection at the Valladolid International Film Festival (Seminci, 2008), at which Unax Ugalde carried off the Best Leading Actor Award. La Buena Nueva was released in commercial cinemas throughout Spain on 14 November 2008 in the shape of 80 copies distributed by Golem.  La Buena Nueva confirmed Helena Taberna as a successful director committed to portraying subjects of social interest.

In autumn 2010, Helena Taberna will release her latest film, Nagore, a documentary feature that will premiere in the competition section Tiempo de Historia at the 55th edition of the SEMINCI of Valladolid. The documentary film will be distributed in theaters by Golem from november 12th. 

FESTIVALS and AWARDS

“LA BUENA NUEVA”
(Released in commercial cinemas in November 2008)


Cinematheque of Quito in Ecuador

* Retrospective of the films of Helena Taberna

I Women in Focus, Buenos Aires 2010
* Retrospective of the films of Helena Taberna.

Ibero-American Festival of Cinema and Video - Cinesul 2010
* Audience Award

Spanish XII Filmfestival, Australia 2010
* Official Selection

16th edition Viva! Spanish & Latin American Film Festival 2010 Manchester
* Official Selection

Instituto Cervantes III-Travelling Exhibition 2010 Women's Space
* Projections in Dublin, Milan, Utrecht, Bucharest, Casablanca, Tangier, Tetouan and Rabat '

14 ° Biennale 2010 Spanish Film Annecy
* Section Panorama

Regards sur le Cinéma Festival Espagnol et Latino Américain de Valence 2010
* Official Selection

XIII ème édition du Festival du Film Latino-américain et Espagnol à Ajaccio 2010
* Official Selection

IV Valparaiso International Film Festival
* Salvador Allende Jury Prize for Best Film

XVIII Spanish Cinema Now, Lincoln Center of New York

XXVI International Film Festival Arte Mare de Bastia
* Jury Award for Best Film 
* Audience Award for Best Film

XXI Viña del Mar International Film Festival
* Jury Award for Best Actor

VIII South Horizons Festival of Marseille
* Audience Award

XXVI Bogotá  International Film Festival

* Jury Prize: Bronze Precolumbian Circle

XIV Festival de Toulouse CineEspaña
* Audience Award for Best Film
* Jury Award for Best Actor
* Jury Award for Best Music
* Jury Award for Best Actress

57 San Sebastián International Film Festival
* Made in Spain

XXXII World Film Festival of Montreal 2009
* World Cinema   

XXVII Uruguay International Film Festival 

* Official Selection  


XXV   Chicago Latino Film Festival 

* Official Selection

Turia Awards XVIII
* Award for the Best Spanish Actor: Unax Ugalde

IX Huesca Film Festival “Made by Women”

VI Latino Film Festival, Germany 2009. 

* Helena Taberna filmography retrospective in Stuttgart and Tubingen

XIX Spanish Film Festival of Nantes.
* Official Selection
* Audience Award for Best Film

Cairo International Film Festival XXXII.
* Spanish Cinema Section

XIII Bilbao Film Festival “Made by Women”  - November 2008

* Opening Session

XXII Cineuropa Festival of Santiago de Compostela Cineuropa
* Opening


SEMINCI Official Selection. Valladolid, October 2008
*Best Actor Award for Unax Ugalde

PIFF Pusan International Film Festival, Korea, September 2008
*Premiere in the World Cinema Section

CinEuropa Festival, Santiago de Compostela, November 2008. 
*Screened on the first day of the event 

XIII Bilbao Women’s Film Festival, November 2008
* Opening session

Cairo International Film Festival, Cairo, November 2008
*Selected for the Spanish Cinema Section

Women in Direction, Cuenca, November 2008
*Closing Gala 

“EXTRANJERAS” 
(Released in commercial cinemas in November 2003)

SEMINCI (Valladolid, 2003)
* Selected to compete in the Tiempo de Historia section

FESTIBERCINE (Costa Rica, 2003)
* Jury Mention of Honour 

CANARIAN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (Gran Canaria, 2003)
*Best Divulgation Work

III INDEPENDENT LATIN AMERICAN DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL (Mexico City, 2004) All voices against silence 
*  First Prize 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH TRAVELLING FILM FESTIVAL (2004)
* Audience Award

SAO PAULO WORLD CULTURAL FORUM (Brazil, 2004)
*Closing screening

CINELIT FESTIVAL PORTLAND (USA, 2003)
* Screening and talk by university professor Pilar Rodríguez 

TRAVELLING PRESENTATION AT DIFFERENT UNIVERSITIES (USA, 2004)
* Green Bay, Dartmouth, Stanford and Portland
 
BARCELONA FORUM (Barcelona, 2004)
* Film Thursday

NEWCASTLE SCREENWRITERS CONGRESS (UK, 2004)
* Closing screening

IV FESTIBAAM (Cologne, Germany, 2005)
* Monographic section on Helena Taberna 

HONOLULU IBERO-AMERICAN FESTIVAL, HAWAI (USA, 2005)
* Opening screening

SCREENINGS AT OTHER FESTIVALS 

Los Angeles Latino Film Festival (USA, 2004) - XLIV Cartagena de Indias Festival (Colombia, 2004) – International Human Rights Festival (Argentina, 2004) - Carrefour des Cinémas (Paris, France, 2004) - Cinespaña Festival (Toulouse, France, 2004) – Marseilles Festival (France, 2004) - Miami Latin Film Festival (USA, 2004)
I Women’s Film Festival in San José, Puerto Rico (Puerto Rico, 2005)
Monographic retrospective of Helena Taberna’s films at the Instituto Cervantes in Sao Paulo (Brazil, 2005).

“YOYES”
(Released in commercial cinemas in March 2000, 6th in box-office takings)

MAZATLÁN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Mexico, 2000)
* Grand Jury Prize for Best Film

XIII VIÑA DEL MAR FILM FESTIVAL (Chile, 2000)
* Jury Prize for Best Director
* Audience Award for Best Film
* OCIC Human Rights Award

XXIX GRAMADO FILM FESTIVAL (Brazil, 2000)
* Audience Award for Best Latin Film

XLI CARTAGENA DE INDIAS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (Colombia, 2000)
* Best First Work

BASQUE ACTORS’ UNION AWARDS (Vitoria, 2000)
* Best Basque Film Actress 2000, Pilar Rodríguez

SANTO DOMINGO FILM FESTIVAL (Dominican Republic, 2000)
* Audience Award for Best Film
* Best Actress Award for Ana Torrent

XVII BASQUE FILM WEEK (Vitoria, 2001)
* Audience Award for Best Basque Film in 2000 

VI CINESPAÑA FESTIVAL (Toulouse, France, 2001)
* Audience Award for Best Film
* Student Jury Special Mention
* Best Actress Award for Ana Torrent
* Best Actor Award for Ernesto Alterio

XII SAN JUAN CINEMAFEST (Puerto Rico, 2001)
* Audience Award
* Puerto Rico Film Critics’ Guild Award

XIII INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FILM FESTIVAL (Pamplona, 2001)
* Best Film Award


SCREENINGS AT OTHER FESTIVALS 

Munich Festival (Germany, 2001) – San Sebastian Festival (2000) – Valladolid Festival (2000) – Gijón Festival (2001) – Spanish Cinema Now Festival at the Lincoln Center in New York (USA, 2001) - Los Angeles Spanish Film Festival (USA, 2001) - Punta del Este Festival (Uruguay, 2001) – Bogota European Film Festival (Colombia, 2001) 

SHORT FILMS

XXII JORNADA INTERNACIONAL DE CINEMA DE BAHÍA 
* Best screenplay for "Alsasua 1936" 

ELCHE INTERNATIONAL INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL 
* Best Actor Award for Fernando Guillén Cuervo in "Alsasua 1936"
* Second prize. Best film in 35 mm for "Alsasua 1936" 
* Second prize. Best film in video for "Nerabe" 

NAVARRE VIDEO FESTIVAL
* Best Filmmaker in Navarre for "Emiliana de Zubeldia" 

EMAKUNDE AWARDS 
* Honorary mention for "Emiliana de Zubeldia" 

EMAKUNDE AWARDS 
* Best video creation for "La mujer de Lot", 1989

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL VIDEO FESTIVAL, Madrid.
* Award for "Andelos" 

The Spanish Foreign Ministry Film Archive catalogue contains a list of all short and feature films made by Helena Taberna for their screening abroad. 


